PEA/FBI Merger
QUESTION;

Do you anticipate a merger between EGA and the FBI within the next
year?

ANSWER!

The ultimate objective of the Department of Justice is to assure
that we have a dedicated, integrated force to effectively deal
with the problem of drug trafficking and abuse.

This is an ongoing process that was begun by former Attorney General
William French Smith with the delegation to the FBI In January 1982,
of concurrent Jurisdiction In drug Investigations.   That process,
which is continuing, Involves many complex issues and a detailed
examination of the benefits and Impediments of bringing the two
agencies to an eventual merger.

Since January 1982, additional steps have been taken to harmonize
and to effect economies between the EGA and the FBI.   For example,
we already have effected Joint contracting, such as in the purchase
and maintenance of vehicles, and the DEA and FBI are working toward
co-locating their ADP and research and engineering facilities.
Additionally, a Joint atudy was concluded in January 1985 to explore
the feasibility of relocating DEA's Office of Training from Qlynco,
Georgia, to the FBI Academy in Quantlco, Virginia.   A decision on
this study is expected shortly.

The DEA and the FBI enjoy an excellent working relationship, charac-
terized by a continuing harmonization of functions and efforts, and
an integration of systems that are administrative and supportive In
nature.

The command structure, with the Administrator of EGA reporting
through the Director of the FBI, has continued to show positive
results with no loss of momentum in the Investigative effort.   Any
decision must maintain a clear and dedicated focus on drug enforce-
ment.

Currently, more than 1,000 FBI agents are working full time in
Investigating drug matters, and there are more than 800 Joint drug
Investigations under way,

QUESTION;

The Committee understands that DEA is considering training Its agents
at the FBI Academy in Quantico, Virginia, instead of at the Federal
Law Enforcement Training Center (FLETC), Has a decision on this
matter been made? If so, what la it?

ANSWER:

No decision has been made on this matter.

QUESTION;

Are you dissatisfied with the training provided at FLETC?   If so,
why?

ANSWER;

The primary purpose of the proposal is to determine the most effec-
tive training environment for DEA employees.

QUESTION!

Have you discussed your concerns, If any, with FLETO officials?   If
so, what was the response?s where Title 21 auth-
